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A  'convenient' truth about sustainable energy . 
Sustainability is now a much spoken of matter. But what's behind 
the buzz word ? 
Simply put, sustainability is about working today to ensure our to-
morrow. In the field of energy, this translates into things like sup-
porting renewable energy sources and pursuing a more rational use 
of existing sources. This is what we call "Intelligent Energy".  

 
When it comes to promoting intelligent energy in Europe, a clear sustainability chal-
lenge has to do with shifting current behaviours. Here is where the role of education 
becomes crucial. Changing habits does not always come as natural, and tends to be a 
rather progressive process. New energy efficient practices are likely to become a 
daily routine only when they are thoroughly explained and their benefits are fully 
understood. And our experience shows that children are quite keen on knowing more 
about intelligent energy. Right from the start, the patient work of educators, teach-
ers and professors is essential to spreading the best energy saving practices amongst 
the EU citizens of tomorrow.  
 
But that's not all. By becoming more aware of these issues, everyone can actually set 
an example of intelligent energy and turn into an instant educator.  
 

Enjoy the reading!  
 

Vincent Berrutto  

Head of Unit "Energy Efficiency"  

Executive Agency for Competitiveness and Innovation  
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Established by the European Commission, the Executive Agency for Competitiveness and Innovation (EACI) 
manages projects, events and information campaigns funded under the Intelligent Energy Europe pro-
gramme.  
Intelligent energy education is one of the priorities of the programme and an important theme of the 
2008 call for proposals, closing on 26 June 2008.  
To find out more about the agency and the programme visit: http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/
index_en.html   
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